Shoreland Buffers:

Wise removal of vegetation~

In Minnesota we love our lakes. Do you have trees, shrubs, grasses and

other plants blocking your view of the lake? If so, consider yourself lucky.

All of those plants and even downed trees along the shore or in the water

help to protect your lakeshore investment and the health of the lake.

Fortunately, you don’t have to give up being able to see the water or access

the shore to be a good lake steward, but care in vegetation removal does

make good sense.

When considering the view of the lake, think about where the deck or

windows are or will be. Use caution and remove a branch or two at a time.

Then check to see if you have a view and your privacy from lake users. If

you do need to remove a tree, do it selectively; removing one small or

diseased tree may be all you need. Leave existing vegetation to frame your

view. You may be surprised how little it takes to create a beautiful vista.

In planning the path from the house to the lake, it is best to meander the

walkway. A direct path may create water runways leading to erosion

problems (especially as paths get worn from use.)

Again, remove as little vegetation as possible and do not leave bare soil.

Pine needles, wood mulch or mowed vegetative paths (with or without

stepping stones) help to protect soil from erosion.

Leave standing dead or downed trees when possible as they provide shelter

and attract the insects that serve as food for birds and other wildlife.

Downed trees in the water provide sunning areas for turtles as well as

shady habitat for fish and other critters.

Vegetation along the shore and in the water helps to protect the shoreline

from waves caused by wind and boat activity. Remove only what is needed

for docks, boat access or a small wading area, or better yet swim off the

dock beyond the vegetation.

Shoreland stewardship practices benefit all Minnesotans and lakeshore

owners. If you value your lake, take care of your shore! For more lakes

information, email us at lakewaves@dnr.state.mn.us.
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